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Mr. HUGHES, from the Committee on Claims, submitted the following

REPORT

[To accompany H. R. 488]

The Committee on Claims, to whom was referred the bill (H. R.
488) for the relief of Kathryn 0. Sweeney and others, having con-
sidered the same, report favorably thereon with the recommendation
that the bill do pass without amendment.
The facts are fully set forth in House Report No. 1919, Seventy-

seventh Congress, second session, which is appended hereto and made

a part of this report.

[H. Rept. No. 1919, 77th Cong., 2d sess.]

The Committee on Claims, to whom was referred the bill (H. R. 488) for the

relief of Kathryn 0. Sweeney, Mary Kay Sweeney, Nancy Lee Sweeney, a
nd

Alex H. Sweeney (collectively), having considered the same, report favo
rably

thereon with amendments and recommend that the bill as amended do p
ass.

The amendments are as follows:
Line 6, strike out the language "Mary Kay Sweeney, Nancy Lee Swe

eney,

and Alex H. Sweeney (collectively) the sum of $7,500" and insert in 
lieu thereof

"the sum of $2,000; to Nancy Lee Sweeney, the sum of $1,500; and
 to Alex H.

Sweeney, the sum of $100."
Line 9, strike out the word "injuries" and insert in lieu thereof "

personal

injuries and medical expenses".
Line 11, strike out "by an employee of the United States Gover

nment" and

insert in lieu thereof: "in connection with the National Park Se
rvice, Depart-

ment of the Interior, in Park Ridge, Illinois: Provided, That no p
art of the amount

appropriated in this Act in excess of 10 per centum thereof sha
ll be paid or de-

livered to or received by any agent or attorney on account of
 services rendered

in connection with this claim, and the same shall be unlawful
, any contract to

the contrary notwithstanding. Any person violating the provisions of this Act

shall be deemed guilty of a misdemeanor and upon conv
iction thereof shall be

fined in any sum not exceeding $1,000."
Amend the title so as to read: "A bill for the relief of Kat

hryn 0. Sweeney and

others."
The purpose of the proposed legislation is to pay to Kat

hryn 0. Sweeney the

sum of $2,000, to Nancy Lee Sweeney the sum of $1
,500, to Alex Sweeney the

slim of $100 for personal injuries sustained when the 
automobile in which they

were riding was struck by a truck operated in connection 
with the National Park

Service, Department of the Interior, on February 28, 
1937, in Park Ridge, Ill.
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STATEMENT OF FACTS

On February 28, 1937, Mr. Alex H. Sweeney was driving north on Cumberland
Avenue in Park Ridge, Ill., a through stop street. Upon reaching the intersec-
tion of Devon Avenue, a truck operated in connection with the National Park
Service, being driven by Paul B. Schuecking, driving eastward on Devon Avenue,
entered the intersection, in disregard of the "Stop" sign, striking the car driven
by Sweeney and causing injuries to the occupants. Mrs. Kathryn Sweeney was
examined by Dr. Benjamin L. Sargent, and was found to be suffering from a
bruised left leg and ankle; a cut on forehead, requiring three sutures; a cut on
left eye, requiring five sutures; a cut on bridge of nose; a cut on left cheek, requir-
ing two sutures; hemorrhage into cornea of left eye; several lacerations on both
hands; and probable concussion. Both eyes were very swollen. The head was
tender on pressure on left side and back of ear. On March 30, 1937, X-ray
showed a chip fracture of distal phalanx of. large toe. The cuts about the eye,
face, and forehead left permanent scars; and there is a probability of loss of sight
in the left eye.
Your committee feel that, due to the extent of the injuries and permanent

disabilities, particularly of the scars about the face, that the sum of $2,000 is
reasonable compensation to Mrs. Sweeney. Nancy Lee Sweeney received a frac-
ture of the right leg, from which she was totally disabled for a period of 8 weeks,
and there is a small degree of partial disability remaining. She has incurred
medical expenses in the amount of $130 and nursing expenses in the amount of $75.
Your committee feel that an award of $1,500 to Nancy Lee Sweeney would be
reasonable. Mary Kay and Alex Sweeney, her father, sustained minor injuries,
for which they were examined and treated. The expense incurred by Mary Kay
was paid by her father. Alex Seweney's injuries consisted of bruised arm and
shoulder, and there was a mental strain and nervous shock resulting from the
injuries sustained by his wife and two daughters. Your committee recommend
an award of $100 to Alex Seweney to reimburse him for medical expenses incurred
by himself and Mary Kay Sweeney and compensation for his injuries, and dis-
allowing any claim intended as compensation for Mary Kay Sweeney.
The Department of the Interior, in a report dated March 19, 1941, recommends

favorable consideration by the Congress. Appended hereto is the report of the
Department of the Interior, together with other pertinent evidence.

DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR,
Washington, March 19, 1941.

Hon. DAN R. MCGEHEE,
Chairman, Committee on Claims,filouse of Representatives.

MY DEAR MR. CHAIRMAN: Further reference is made to your request for the
views of this Department on H. R. 488, entitled "A bill for the relief of Kathryn
0. Sweeney, Mary Kay Sweeney, Nancy Lee Sweeney, and Alex H. Sweeney
(collectively).
The claim referred to in this bill resulted from a collision involving a Govern-

ment automobile operated by an employee of the National Park Service of this
Department. A complete investigation of this collision was made by that Service.
From the investigator's report, it appears that the Government driver failed to
see a "Stop" sign at an intersection, and crashed into an automobile owned and
operated by Mr. Alex H. Sweeney. As a result of the collision, the claimant's
automobile was damaged and all of the occupants of his car were injured.

In 1937, Mr. Sweeney filed a claim with this Department for compensation for
damages to his automobile and for personal injuries sustained by himself, his wife,
and his daughters, Mary Kay and Nancy Lee Sweeney, who were passengers in
the automobile at the time of the collision. The claim was filed with this Depart-
ment for consideration under the act of December 28, 1922 (42 Stat. 1066). Based
upon the investigation which was made by the National Park Service, the Solicitor
of this Department, in opinions dated November 4, 1937, and July 5, 1938, held
that the Government automobile was being operated in a negligent manner and,
accordingly, recommended that the claim for property losses be paid. Accord-
ingly, payments in the total amount of $114.50 were made to Mr. Sweeney.
That portion of the claim calling for damages on account of personal injuries

sustained by Mr. Sweeney and his family was necessarily dismissed, inasmuch as
the act in question conferred authority only for the consideration of damages to
private property. Copies of the Solicitor's opinions relating to this case are
enclosed.



KATHRYN 0. SWEENEY AND OTHERS 3

It is believed that the claim presented is meritorious, and I recommend that

H. R. 488 receive favorable consideration by the Congress. In the absence of

proof of the extent of the injuries sustained by the claimants, however, I do not

wish to •suggest any specific amount of compensation.
Sincerely yours,

HAROLD L. ICKES,
Secretary of the Interior.

SEPTEMBER 1, 1937.

DIRECTOR OF NATIONAL PARK SERVICE,
New Interior Building, Washington, D. C.

DEAR SIR: Attached is form 28, in quadruplicate, covering claim for dam
ages,

with schedules of injuries and expenses, for Kathryn 0. Sweeney, Nancy 
Lee

Sweeney, Mary Kay Sweeney, and Alex H. Sweeney, in connection with
 auto-

mobile accident of February 28, 1937.
This accident happened in Park Ridge, Ill., at intersection of Cum

berland

Avenue, a through street extending north and south, at Devon Avenue
, an east

and west street having "Stop" signs.
I was driving north on Cumberland Avenue, slowed down to approximat

ely 25

miles per hour when approaching the intersection. I saw a car coming east on

Devon, which was some distance from the "Stop" sign, and procee
ded to con-

tinue north, knowing the oncoming car should stop. The driver of this car,

Paul B. Schuecking, a Government employee, driving a Government-ow
ned car,

failed to stop and struck my car about 1Y2 feet from the rear, tu
rning it over,

which caused my car to skid 40 to 50 feet, demolishing the aut
omobile and in-

juring its occupants.
I managed to pull my wife and two daughters out of the rear 

window, after

lifting the rear of the car to release my wife's foot. Just then another car came

along and drove us to Dr. B. L. Sargent's office for medical ca
re, and about 10

o'clock we were driven home.
For details of injuries and expenses see attached schedules 

for Kathryn 0.

Sweeney, wife, Mary Kay and Nancy Lee, daughters, and Ale
x H. Sweeney.

Respectfully yours, ALEX H. SWEENEY. •

EXTENT OF INJURIES

ALEX H. SWEENEY

I did not suffer any bodily injuries except a bruised arm a
nd shoulder; however,

the mental strain, anguish, and nervous shock has been far
 reaching.

This accident has caused many sleepless nights and a jittery 
feeling when driving

an automobile. After being turned over at an intersection by an indiv
idual who

does not heed "Stop" signs leaves a person in a nervous co
ndition that takes all the

pleasure out of driving a car.
Expenses and claim for personal injuries, pain, sufferi

ng, and nervous shock:

Examination by Dr. B. L. Sargent 
 $5

Extra help—maid, housework, and taking Nancy Lee 
out in buggy  24

Personal injuries, pain, suffering, and nervous shock 
 1, 200

Total 
 1, 229

ALEX H. SWEENEY.

MARY KAY SWEENEY

Right ankle sprained; remained swollen. Limped for 1 week.

Expenses and claim for personal injuries:
Medical care and examinations by Dr. B. L. Sargen

t  $15

Cleaning coat (blood stains) 
 1

Personal injuries, pain, and suffering 
 75

Total 
 91

MARY K. SWEENEY,
By ALEX H. SWEENEY.
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NANCY LEE SWEENEY
Right leg fractured, which necessitated a cast on leg from thigh to toes for periodof 8 weeks.
Nancy now limps when she runs and foot turns in when she walks.Due to her age of 23 months, it was necessary to keep her in bed or carry herabout and when weather permitted she was taken out in buggy.

Expenses and claim for personal injuries:
Nursing, Mar. 1 to Apr. 10, 1937 (Caroline Siegman)  $75Medical care by Dr. B. L. Sargent  130Cleaning coat (blood stains)  1Personal injuries, pain, and suffering  2, 500
Total  2, 706

NANCY LEE SWEENEY,
By ALEX H. SWEENEY.

KATHRYN 0. SWEENEY
There were several deep gashes and cuts on face and head; three of these arepermanent facial scars; four necessitated stitches, one on left cheek bone 1 inchlong, and one irregular cut over left eyeball 1% inches in length, which caused muchconcern over the probability of losing sight of that eye. For some time thevision was not clear, and still gives trouble. One cut in center of forehead just alittle above eyebrows, which shows a raised thickness; one deep gash on left sideof head above ear, having several stitches. The head, due to cuts and bruises,remained sore and painful for weeks.
The injuries to back, left side, left leg, ankle, and foot were extremely painful.The weight of a sheet on the elevated leg and foot was unbearable. The greattoe on left foot was fractured. There were 13 cuts and lacerations on right leg.These injuries caused convalescing in bed for a period of 4 weeks and hobblingabout for 2 additional months. At this date, 6 months after the accident, thereare pains in left leg, due to swelling and lameness in side and back, thus causinglimping and many sleepless nights.
Expenses and claim for personal injuries:

Medical care by Dr. B. L. Sargent $205.00Examining eyes, treatment, and glasses (Dr. R. 0. Riser) 22.00Nursing, Mar. 1 to Apr. 10, 1937 (Caroline Siegman) 75.00Medicine and supplies from drug store 8. 751 pair shoes (crushed in accident) 6. 501 pair hose (cut) 1. 501 pair kid gloves (cut) 1. 50Cleaning dress (blood stains) 1.00Knit lace dress ruined (faded from cleaning blood) 17. 50Cleaning fur coat 2. 50Repairing Hudson seal coat (cuts, replacement of fur) 28.00Personal injuries, pain and suffering 3, 500.00

Total 3, 869. 25
KATHRYN 0. SWEENEY.

PARK RIDGE, ILL., May /0, 1941.Mr. A. H. SWEENEY,
Park Ridge, Ill.

DEAR MR. SWEENEY: This is an answer to your request for a report concerningthe injuries suffered by your family in an accident on the evening of February28, 1937.
Regarding Mrs. Alex Sweeney, the findings on February 28, 1937, were bruisedleft leg and ankle, cuts on right leg, cut on forehead (3 sutures taken), cut overleft eye (5 sutures taken), cut over bridge of nose, cut on left cheek (2 suturestaken), both eyes very swollen, head tender on pressure over left side and backof ear, hemorrhage into cornea of left eye, several lacerations on both hands,probable concussion. On March 11, 1937, still complaining of pain in foot.
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X-rays were taken on February 28, 1937. No fracture seen. On March 30.
1937, X-ray shows a chip fracture of distal phalanx of large toe. On May 10,
1941, Mrs. Sweeney continues to complain of headache over left side of head at
site of old injury.

Regarding Nancy Lee Sweeney, the findings were a fracture of the lower end
of the right tibia, also of the shaft. There was no gross deformity. Treated
in casts, etc. On May 10, 1941, there were no complaints.

Yours truly,
BENJ. L. SARGENT, M. D.

Professional services to Alex H. Sweeney and family, Park Ridge, Ill.

Mrs. Alex Sweeney:
Feb. 28, 1937—first aid; bruised left leg and ankle; lacerations on

right leg; cut on head; irregular cut over left eye; cuts on fore-
head; cut over bridge of nose; cut on left cheek; both eyes swollen
and bruised; head very tender on left side and back of ear; left
leg very painful over shin, bruised; suture of cuts and lacerations;
X-ray of leg; later X-ray of ankle, after care, house calls, and
office calls $150

X-rays (later a fracture of distal phalanx of great toe was found on
X-ray) 20

Estimated cost of removal of scars on face 35
Nancy Lee Sweeney:

First aid; X-ray of right leg; application of 2 casts, after care 100
X-rays (4) 30

Mr. Sweeney: Examination 5
Mary Kay Sweeney: Examination and care, sprain of ankle 15

Total 355

I hereby certify that this is a true and correct bill of medical services rendered
the above-named patients.

BENJ. L. SARGENT, M. D.

Mr. A. SWEENEY,
Park Ridge, Ill.:

For professional services rendered to Mrs. K. Sweeney:

Mar. 30, 1937:
Office visit (eye examination)  $3
Glasses  16

May 3, 1937: Office visit (irrigation of left lacrimal sac)  3

Total 

I hereby certify that this is a fair fee for services rendered.
ROY 0. RISER, M. D.

PARK RIDGE, ILL., July 14, 1987.

22

Mr. ALEX H. SWEENEY,
Park Ridge, Ill:

Nursing Mrs. Alex H. Sweeney and Nancy Lee Sweeney from March 1, to
April 10, 1937:

6 weeks, at $25 per week  $150

I certify this is a just and correct bill for services rendered.
Received payment on account.

CAROLINE SIEGMAN.
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